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As long as God gives me life | shall pray and lead for your deliverance from the worse than Egyptian
bondage in which you are held.

Despised. maligned, and wronged; kept in gross ignorance of the great world, its pure creeds, its high
aims, its generous motives. you have been made to believe that the noblest nation of the earth was truly
represented by the horde of miscreants who drove you from State to State. In early years murdering your
sons and assassinating ,our leaders.

Hence, you shrink from those whom God will soon lead to your deliverance, from those to whom | daily
present your claims to a hearing and liberation, and who listen with responsive and sympathetic hearts.

But He will not long permit you to be so wickedly deceived nor will the People permit you to be so
cruelly enslaved.

Hope and pray Come out of the house of bondage! Kind hearts beat for you! Open hands will welcome
you! Do not fear that while God lives you shall suffer uncared for in the wilderness! This Christian realm is
not "Babylon," but Hie PROMISED LAND!

Courage! The night of oppression is nearly ended, and the sun of liberty is rising in the heavens for you.

ANN-ELIZA YOUNG.

INTRODUCTORY NOTE,

BY

JOHN B. GOUGH.

SNCE Mrs. Young's pleasant visit to us. | have thought much of the important mission
to which she has devoted herself, and | wish to say, and | do it most cordially, that having
been reared and educated in Mormonism, from her experience and the sufferings she has
endured, she is fully competent to expose the whole system, and show to the public the
true side of it. as no other person can or will. | need not assure her of my entire
confidence in her sincerity and ability to carry out the work to which she has devoted
herself, and the talents God has given her. | believe she has been called to this mission,
and by her experience and intense sympathy with the sufferings of her sex, has been
wonderfully qualified, and prepared for the work.

The sympathy of our entire household is with her, and we earnestly pray that she may

be enabled to overcome all opposition. and that God may give her abundant success, and
that the blessing of many ready to perish may rest upon her.
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Jonn B. GoucH

WORCESTER MAss, JuLy, 1875.

INTRODUCTORY NOTE,

BY

MRS. MARY A.LIVERMORE.

| HAVE read the advance sheets of Mrs. Ann-Eliza Young's book with painful interest,
which has deepened into disgust and pity. Disgust at the hypocrisy, brutality. and
diabolism of the Mormon leaders; pity for the wasted, joyless, sacrificial, lives of the
poor women who immolate themselves on the shrine of Mormonism, in the holy name of
Religion.

Born and reared in the midst of these deluded people, removed from all counteracting
influences, it was inevitable that Mrs. Young should accept their beliefs, and be drawn
into their practices. And it must have required heroic resolution in her to break away from
the Mormon Church, even when her vision was unsealed to its rottenness, knowing as she
did that she would be compelled to flee from home, leaving a beloved mother and
precious children in the hands of the enemy. | congratulate her on her complete
emancipation, on her reunion with her beloved, whose obvious peril weighed so heavily
on her filial and maternal heart, and on the possession of ability to give to the world an
exposé of the Mormon horror, such as it has never before received. My sympathies are
entirely with her in the work to which she has consecrated herself. With her awakened
conscience, she could not do otherwise than seek the disintegration of the Utah
community, whose foundations are laid in the degradation of woman. May she have the
largest success compatible with human effort.

Mary A. LIVERMORE

MELROSE MAss, OcT. 1875.

TO THE WIVES OF BRIGHAM
YOUNG.
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SHouLD this book meet your eyes, | wish you most distinctly to understand that my quarrel is not with
you. On the contrary, the warmest and tenderest feelings of my heart are strongly enlisted in your favor. As
arule, you have been uniformly kind to me. Some of you | have dearly loved. | have respected and honored
you all. My love and respect have never failed, but have rather increased with separation. | think of you
often with the sincerest sympathy for your helpless condition, bound to a false religion, and fettered by a
despotic system; and | wish from the depths of my heart that | could bring you, body and soul, out from the
cruel bondage. and help you to find the freedom, rest, and peace which have become so sweet to me since
my eyes have been opened to the light of a true and comforting faith.

Since | have left Utah, | know that some of you have censured me severely, and have joined in personal
denunciations. But | know that you are actuated by a mistaken zeal for the cause which you feel yourselves
bound to sustain. You, no doubt, regard my course with horror. | look upon your lives with pity.

| have taken the liberty of describing your characters and situations. | was not prompted by the slightest
animosity toward you, but because the public are interested in you, and curious concerning you, and | felt
that | could give to the world a true story of your lives, and, at the same time, do you justice, and let you be
seen as you are in my eyes, which are not dimmed by prejudice.

| was driven to the course | am pursuing by sheer desperation, as some of you, with whom | have
exchanged confidences, well know. The motives which have been attributed to me, and the charges that
have been made against me, are as utterly false and foreign to my nature as darkness is to light. You, at
least, should not misjudge me. You should know me better, and you do. Even your bitter prejudice. and
your disapprobation of the step | have taken. cannot make you believe me other than I am. You know that
apostasy from Mormonism does not necessarily degrade a person, and sink them at once to the lowest
depths of infamy.

If, as is taught, - and as | suppose you believe, - | have lost the light of the gospel. and departed from the
faith once delivered to the saints, am | not rather deserving your compassion than your censure? Your own
hearts and consciences must answer that.

The women of Utah should know that | shall vindicate their rights, and defend their characters, at all
times and in all places. Their sorrow has been my sorrow; their cause is my cause still. My heart goes out to
them all, but more especially to yofou have been my companions and my sisters in tribulation. Now our
paths diverge. | go on the way that | have chosen alone. while you stay sorrowing together. | wish | had the
power to influence you to throw off the fetters which bind you, and to walk triumphantly forth into the
glories of a faith, whose foundation is in God the compassionate Father, whose principles are those of a
tender mercy, whose ruling spirit is love. Alas! | cannot do it; but | pray that the good Father in His infinite
mercy may open your eyes to His glory, and lead you forth His children to do His blessed will.

ANN-ELIZA YOUNG

PAGE

Portrait of Ann Eliza Young$teel), frontispiece.
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Preserving the Past-For the FutleeHAPTER 1.

THE DAYS OF MY CHILDHOOD. - WHY | EVER WAS A
MORMON.

An Important Question.- Born in Mormonism. - Telling my own Story. - Joseph Smith's Mission. - He
preaches a New Dispensation. My Parents Introduced to the Reader. - The Days before Polygamy. - My
Mother's Childhood. - Learning under Difficulties - First Thoughts of Mormonism. - Received into the
Church. - Persecution for the Faith. - Forsaking all for the New Religion. - First Acquaintance with the
Apostle Brigham. - His Ambitious Intrigues. - His Poverty. - His Mission-work. - Deceptive Appearances. -
My Mothers Marriage. - A Brief Dream of Happiness. - That Sweet Word "Home." - The Prophet Smith
turns Banker. - The "Kirtland Safety Society Bank." - The Prophet and Sidney Rigdon Flee. - A Moment of
Hesitation. - Another "Zion" Appointed. - Losing All for the Church. - Privation and Distress. - Sidney
Rigdon and his "Declaration of Independence." - He Excites an Immense Sensation. - Mobs Assemble and
Fights Ensure. - Lively Times among the Saints. - The Outrages of the Danites

URING the somewhat public career which | have led since
my apostasy from the Mormon Church, | have often been
asked why | ever became a Mormon. Indeed. | have
scarcely entered a town this question has not been put by
some one, almost on the instant of my arrival. It is the first
guery of the newspaper reporter, and the anxious inquiry of
the clergymen, who with one accord, without regard to
creed or sect, have bidden me welcome into the light of
Christian faith, from out the dark bondage of fanaticism and
bigotry; and | have often answered it at the hospitable table
of some entertainer, who has kindly given me shelter during
a lecture engagement.

Curiosity, interest, desire to gratify a wondering public by some personal items
concerning me, are the different motives which prompt the question; but surprise is
almost without exception betrayed when | tell them that | was born in the faith.

Sometimes | think that the people of the outside world consider it impossible that a
person can be born in Mormonism; they regard every Mormon as a deluded proselyte to a
false faith.

It is with a desire to impress upon the world what Mormonism really is to show the
pitiable condition of its women, held in a system of bondage that is more cruel than
African slavery ever was, since it claims to hold body and soul alike; to arouse
compassion for its children and youth, born and growing up in an atmosphere of social
impurity; and, above all, to awaken an interest in the hearts of the American people that
shall at length deepen into indignation, - that | venture to undertake the task of writing
this book. | have consecrated myself to the work, not merely for my own sake, but for the
sake of all the, unhappy women of Utah, who, unlike myself, are either too powerless or
too timid to break the fetters which bind them.

| intend to give a truthful picture of Mormon life; to veil nothing which should be
revealed, even though the recital should be painful to me at times, coming so close, as it
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necessarily must, to my inmost life, awakening memories which | would fain permit to
remain slumbering, and opening old wounds which | had fondly hoped were healed.
Neither shall I intentionally tinge any occurrence with the slightest coloring of romance;
the real is so vivid and so strange that | need have no recourse to the imaginary.

All the events which | shall relate will be some of my own personal experiences or the
experience of those so closely connected with me that they have fallen directly under my
observation, and for whose truth | can vouch without hesitation. To tell the story as it
ought to be told, | must begin at the very beginning of my life; for | have always been so
closely connected with these people that | could not easily take up the narrative at any
intermediate point.

| was born at Nauvoo, lllinois, on the 13th of September, 1844, and was the youngest
child and only surviving daughter of a family of five children.

My father and mother were most devout Mormons. and were among the very earliest
of Joseph Smith's converts. They have, indeed, been closely identified with the Church of
the Latter-Day Saints almost from its first establishment. They have followed it in all its
wanderings, have been identified with its every movement, and their fortunes have risen
or fallen as the Church has been prosperous or distressed. They were enthusiastic
adherents of Joseph Smith, and devoted personal friends of Brigham Young, until he, by
his own treacherous acts, betrayed their friendship, and himself broke every link that had
united them to him, even that of religious sympathy, which among this people is the most
difficult to sunder.

My father, Chauncey G. Webb, was born in 1812, In Hanover, Chatauqua County, N.
Y. He first heard the Mormon doctrine preached in 1833, only a very short time after
Joseph Smith had given the Book of Mormon to the world, and had announced himself as
another Messiah, chosen by "the Lord" to restore true religion to the world, to whom also
had been revealed all the glories of "the kingdom" that should yet be established on the
earth, and over which he was to be, by command from the Lord, both temporal and
spiritual ruler.

They - the old folks - embraced the new faith immediately, and prepared for removal to
Kirtland, Ohio, which was to be the nucleus of the new church, the "Zion" given by
revelation to Joseph Smith as the gathering-place of the Saints. They were naturally
anxious to gather all their children into the fold, and they urged my father, with tearful,
prayerful entreaties, to accompany them to the city of refuge prepared for the faithful
followers of the Lord and His prophet Smith.

Like many young people, he had at that time but little sympathy with religion. He had
given but very little thought to the peculiar beliefs of the different churches. This world
held so much of interest to him, that he had considered but very little the mysteries of the
future, and the world to come. Of a practical, and even to some extent sceptical turn of
mind, he was inclined to take things as they came to him, and was not easily influenced
by the marvellous or supernatural. If left to himself, he might, probably, never have
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embraced Mormonism; but he yielded to the entreaties of his parents, and joined the
Mormon Church more as an expression of filial regard than of deep religious conviction.
The Saints were at that time an humble, spiritual-minded, God-fearing, law-abiding
people, holding their new belief with sincerity and enthusiasm, and proving their

position, to their own satisfaction at least, from the Bible. They had not then developed
the spirit of intolerance which has since characterized them, and though they were
touched with religious fanaticism, they were honest in their very bigotry. The Mormon
Church, in its earliest days, cannot be fairly judged by the Mormon Church of the present
time, which retains none of its early simplicity, and which seems to have lost sight
entirely of the fundamental principles on which it was built. My father, although not
entering fully into the spirit of his new religion at that early period of his saintly
experience, yet found nothing of the insincerity which he claimed to have met in other
beliefs; and having embraced the new faith, he was prepared to hold to it, and to cast his
lot with it. So he went with his parents to Kirtland, in 1834, where he found the first
romance of his life in the person of Eliza Churchill, my mother, then a young girl of
seventeen, just blossoming into fairest womanhood.

Never was there a greater mental or spiritual contrast between two persons. My mother
was a religious enthusiast, almost a mystic. She believed implicitly in personal revelation,
and never doubted but that the Mormon faith came directly from "the Lord." She "saw
visions and dreamed dreams," and at times it would have taken but little persuasion to
have made her believe herself inspired. It was a religious nature like hers, dreamy,
devoted, and mystical, that, in other conditions and amid other surroundings had given to
France a Joan of Arc. It must have been the attraction of opposite natures that brought
together in so close a relationship the practical, shrewd, somewhat sceptical man, and the
devoted, enthusiastic. religious girl. It was probably the very contrast that made the
young man feel such tenderness and care for the homeless orphan girl, and made her
cling to him, trusting her helplessness to his strength.

Her early life had by no means been so sheltered as his, and to her the thought of
tender care and protecting watchfulness, through all the rest of her days, was unutterably
sweet and restful. If her dream could only have been realized! But polygamy cursed her
life, as it has that of every Mormon woman, and shattered her hopes before she had but a
taste of their realization.

She was born at Union Springs, Cayuga County, N. Y., on the 4th of May, 1817, but
only lived there until she was two years old, when her parents removed to Livingston
County, in the same state. When she was four years old her mother died, leaving three
little children, the youngest a mere baby. Her father, finding it impossible to obtain any
one to take care of the three as they should be cared for, was obliged, much against his
will, to separate them, and put them in the charge of different persons, until such time as
he was in a situation to make a home for them together. But that was destined never to be,
and these children were never reunited, although they have never lost sight of one
another; and to this day the hearts of the Gentile and Mormon sisters yearn towards each
other, and the more fortunate one suffers in sympathy with her sister's sufferings.
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My mother was given into the care of a family of the name of Brown, with whom she
staid twelve years. Her life with them was rendered most unhappy by the treatment which
she received, and from lack of sympathy. Ambitious, and craving know ledge most
ardently, she was denied all means of procuring a proper education, and was reduced to
the position of a mere drudge. But her perceptions were keen, her memory retentive, and
in spite of all drawbacks she managed to learn something; enough, indeed, to lay the
foundation for the knowledge which she afterwards acquired. and which stood her in
good stead as a means of support for herself and her children, after the arrival of the
Saints in Utah. Whatever came in her way in the shape of reading-matter she eagerly
devoured, whether it was the torn bit of an old newspaper, the inevitable "Farmer's
Almanac," or some odd volume of history, biography, or fiction, which had found its way
mysteriously to the New York farm-house of other days; but above all, the Bible and
Methodist hymn-books. These she had read and re-read until she could repeat large
portions of them from memory. Wesley's beautiful hymns, with their earnest, fervid tone,
were her special favorites among these religious songs, and her young heart glowed as
she listened to the poetic inspirations of Isaiah and those other prophecies, which she
believed, although she could not understand.

When she was fifteen years of age, she united with the Methodist Church; and it was
while she was in the first flush of her religious experience that the Mormon missionaries
came to Avon, the town in which she lived, preaching their new doctrines. My mother
had very naturally a great deal of curiosity concerning this new religion, which was railed
at as a delusion, and its prophet and founder, Joseph Smith, who was called a hypocrite, a
false teacher, a blasphemer, and every other opprobrious name that could be heaped upon
him, in the bitterness of religious persecution. But she was forbidden to attend their
meetings, and it was many months before she was able to listen to one of the sermons.
During this time she had grown somewhat into sympathy with these people, and had
come to feel an interest in them greater than she would have felt had she not met with
such persistent, and, what seemed to her, unreasonable opposition to her often expressed
wish to hear them and judge of their sincerity and truth for herself.

PREACHING THENEW RELIGION.

After a time, however, she found an opportunity of attending a two days' meeting,
without the knowledge of her friends; and she listened eagerly to Joseph Young as he
expounded the new doctrine and dwelt upon the glories of the "kingdom" which was to
be speedily set up upon the earth. Predisposed as she already was in its favor, it is not
strange that she was readily convinced of its divine origin, and accepted it at once as the
true religion. Before the meeting was over, she was numbered among Elder Joseph
Youngs converts, and was received into the Mormon Church, being baptized by the
apostolic hands of his brother Brigham.

When it became known that she had become a convert to the obnoxious faith, she was
the object of bitter persecution. The family with whom she lived were especially
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intolerant, and in their anger resorted to every expedient to force her to give up her new
faith. They confined her in a cellar for several days, kept her upon bread and water, and
subjected her to other seventies of a like nature. All this opposition did not move her one
particle. She remained firm in her chosen faith, and was steadfast and true to her
convictions of right. All this severity of treatment she rather gloried in. Was it not worth
while to suffer persecution, and be treated with contumely and contempt, for the sake of
the church that had been specially called by the Lord to "build up the waste places of
Zion"? Would not her reward be the greater by and by? So filled was she with the new
enthusiasm that nothing had power even to render her unhappy; as she says, she
triumphed in persecution and rejoiced in suffering.

When her persecutors found that neither arguments nor threats could move her, they
turned her out of doors, considering that they were doing only their duty, since it would
be a sin to harbor a Mormon. The thought of her extreme youth and her unprotected
situation did not move them in the slightest degree. Their doors were shut against her, as
their hearts had always been.

Instinctively she turned towards the people with whom she had so lately connected
herself, and for whose sake she had left home and friends; they received her kindly and
hospitably, and she went with them to Kirtland, where my father found her when he
arrived a few months later.

It was at this time that the friendship began between my mother and Brigham Young,
which lasted so many years - a faithful friendship on her part, met, as a matter of course,
by unkindness and treachery on his side. At that time he was young and zealous, and
seemingly sincere. He was one of the most successful of the early Mormon missionaries.
and was considered specially gifted. He was an ardent supporter and personal friend of
Joseph Smith, and young as he was, had attained a high position in the Church of the
Saints, being the second of the twelve apostles, all of whom were chosen by the Prophet
Smith himself.

Some have considered that his zeal was assumed, and that beyond the ambition of
attaining a high position he had no personal regard for Mormonism. It is believed by
many of the old Mormons that he always entertained the hope of becoming Joseph's
successor, and standing at the head of the church. He has no natural religious nature;
indeed, he is at times a positive sceptic. He has made the church a stepping-stone to
temporal prosperity, and the Mormon people have been the pliant tools with which he has
carved his fortune.

In those days he was struggling with poverty, going on missions, as the apostles of old
were commanded to do, and as all these new apostles did, in their first days of
apostleship, "without purse or scrip;" and to my mother the "Apostle Brigham was
invested with all the attributes which belong to an earnest nature, intensified by deep
religious faith. In short, he was, as she regarded him, a creature of her imagination, and
utterly unlike his real self as she came at length to know him.
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The year following my father's arrival in Kirtland, and his first meeting with my
mother, they were married. The first few months of their married life were peculiarly
happy, and they prospered beyond their most sanguine expectations. My father was a
wheelwright by trade, and directly on reaching Kirtland built a wagon manufactory, and
started in business for himself. He was eminently successful in his undertaking, and made
money sufficiently fast to suit his own ideas and ambitions. He built a cosy little house,
and carried my mother to it; and there, for the first time since she was a little child, she
knew what it was to have a home - a genuine home! not a mere resting-place, where she
felt herself an intruder, but a place in which she was mistress, over which love and she
held absolute and undisputed sway.

It was during that happy period, the only happy time in her whole life, that she fitted
herself to teach. She was an indefatigable student, and she made the most and the best of
her time. At that time she studied to satisfy her intense craving for knowledge, and as a
pleasant recreation. with no thought that she might some day have to turn her studies to
practical account. She had not then been introduced to the doctrine of "plural wives," and
its attendant "glories," which, being defined, meant miseries and torture. And the
definition has never been altered, and never will be, until women's natures are most
radically changed.

As | said before, my father was prospering in worldly affairs,
and when it was "revealed" to Joseph Smith that in addition
to the profession of "Prophet,” he should add that of banker,
he assisted Smith in founding the "Kirtland Safety Society
Bank," by promising to deposit all his money therein; in
short, giving Smith all that he possessed outside of his house
and shop towards completing the amount necessary for a
capital on which to start the new enterprise. When the bank
failed, which it did very shortly after its establishment, my
father, of course, lost every cent which he had invested. He
was intensely disgusted with the whole proceeding, which, if
it had happened in the Gentile world, would have been termed swindling, and Smith
would not have been easily let off by the mere calling of names. Many Gentiles, who had
suffered by the failure, were not so lenient as Smith's followers, and demanded that the
Prophet should answer to the complaint of swindling before the United States court. But,
as usual, he eluded the officers of justice. and all attempts to arrest him were unavailing.

The poor Saints, although losing, many of them, all their hard-earned savings, were
still loyal to their leader. and excused him on the ground that "he had lost the Spirit" for
the time, and the revelation was not of divine origin; although hew as unconscious of that
fact, and received it in good faith. My father, however, not so ready to excuse what
seemed to him an act of premeditated dishonesty, and having very little faith in
"revelation” at any time, was very bitter in his denunciations; and it was only by my
mother's influence, who still clung fondly to her faith, that he did not then renounce
Mormonism. Although she has never openly acknowledged it, | think that my mother has
since often regretted her steadfast adherence to the church at that time. Her loyalty and
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